Abstract
Introduction

Idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) is characterized by immune-mediated platelet destruction by the reticuloendothelial system and classified based on duration (acute or chronic) and age (childhood or adult). Childhood ITP is generally a benign, self-limiting disease that equally affects girls and boys. Severe hemorrhagic complications are rare and only 20% of childhood ITP patients progress to chronic disease. In contrast, adult ITP is associated with woman predominance, an 80% chronicity rate and an increased frequency of complications (1-3). The prognosis of ITP is determined primarily by the risk of spontaneous hemorrhage associated with a low platelet count. The estimated risk of fatal hemorrhagic events is approximately 5% throughout the lifetime of patients with ITP.
However, the incidence of major hemorrhagic complications and of ITP-related mortality is particularly high among elderly patients with ITP. Most fatal hemorrhages involve intracranial hemorrhage (3) (4) (5) (6) . We describe an elderly patient with acute ITP accompanied by diffuse alveolar hemorrhage (DAH).
Case Report
A 73-year-old man was admitted to our hospital in January, 2006 (Fig. 1D and E T a b l e 1 . L a b o r a t o r y F i n d i n g s o n Ad mi s s i o 
B : Co mp u t e d t o mo g r ap h y o n a d mi s s i o n r e v e a l s wi d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d g r o u n d -g l a s s o p a c i f i c a t i o n o f a l v e o l a r s p a c e s wi t h p a t c h y c o n s o l i d a t i o n . C: Ch e s t r a d i o g r a p h y o n t h e d a y a f t e r a d mi s s i o n s h o ws mo r e a b n o r ma l s h a do wi n g a n d n e w p a t c h y i n f i l t r a t e s t h r o u g h o u t b o t h l u n g f i e l d s . D a n d E : Ob v i o u s i mp r o v e me n t i s s e e n a f t e r t r e a t me n t , a l t h o u g h s ma l l b i l a t e r a l p l e u r a l e f f u s i o n s p e r s i s t . was negative for human immunodeficiency virus and serological testing did not uncover infection with any other viral source. Arterial blood gas values in room air
